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Helping to aid the process of this year's Annual Publication
has been a thoroughly enjoyable experience for me. I never
cease to be amazed by everything that The Tiffin Girls'
School achieves, and I feel privileged to be a member of
such an exceptional student and staff body. Our school has
a reputation for academic excellence, but we wanted this
year's Annual Publication to showcase equally all of our
other talents, from music to fundraising to enterprise.
I would like to thank everyone who is a part of The Tiffin
Girls' School for all the effort they put in- without them, we
could not have produced such a banquet of achievements.
I would also like to extend my thanks to the sub-editors:
Sukaina Kadhu, Caiti Simpson, Phoebe Dent, Lucy Paskell,
and especially Jess Furniss, who led this year's Design
Team.
We hope you enjoy reading it!
Phoebe Rudd

This year has flown by... we have just had our busiest Open Evening ever
and I was delighted to share with prospective parents the key focus of
‘participating fully’ and what that means at The Tiffin Girls’ School. From
the Year 7 trip to Abernant, Year 10 community outreach with primary
schools, our senior citizens’ Christmas party to the range of musical orchestras, drama, sport and art – Tiffin girls take every opportunity to take part in
such an impressive range of activities. We have enjoyed celebrating the life
of the school, with a new Year 9 Celebration Evening and our second Sports
Awards Evening. Tiffin Girls as Wimbledon ball girls have graced Centre
Court also for the second year running. The PSA fashion show was a particular highlight of the year and Year 10’s wearable sculptures and Year 9 ball
gowns were outstanding. We are finishing the year with our first ever Young
Enterprise Team representing the UK and through to the European Finals –
congratulations to all of team Prime with their excellent product, Gramophone. Many thanks to all the students, parents, teachers, support staff,
governors and friends who work so hard and with such talent to make our
wonderful school the exciting place it is to work and learn.
Mrs Ward,
Headteacher

The Extended Project Qualification that I and 60 other students decided to take part in
this year lets students explore a topic of their own interest in greater detail than the A
Level specification allows. We formulate a question, and undergo a series of taught
components where we learn how to plan our time and research our area of choice.
The EPQ is valued highly by universities as it is evidence of a student’s ability to manage
and develop their own projects and is graded on an A*- E scale. The course relies
heavily on the self-motivation of the students and their fascination in their subject.
Eventually, this results in students producing a 5000 word essay in response to their
question.
For my own topic, I received inspiration after being set Biology homework on researching a specific protein in the body. I stumbled across the neurotransmitter, dopamine,
and quickly came upon journals that linked a high abundance of this chemical in the
brain to traits of extroversion. I had recently developed a fascination with personality,
even though I do not take psychology at A Level. The topics that students have decided
to explore are extremely varied and include: circadian cycles and their correlation to
criminal behaviour, political influences on theatre, and many others.
I feel that I have learnt invaluable skills that will be helpful in University and other
academic pursuits, and can only continue to develop more. More importantly, it
allows students to find an area of study that really motivates them personally to do
further research and take charge of their own learning.
Simran Amin

The Tiffin Girls' School has always been known to consistently attain remarkably
high results in GCSE and A-level examinations, this year was no exception, as we
saw a 3.63% rise in A*s for GCSEs and a tremendous 11% increase in A*s for Alevels. For GCSE's, a few national controversies arose due to the drop in the
number of pupils awarded good results in English. Nevertheless, this did not affect the year 11 students at the Tiffin Girls' School who managed to get 42 more
A*s for English Language than last year. Overall, Year 11 GCSE students achieved
highly with 90% of grades at A*-A of which 61% were at A*. Year 13 managed to
achieve an brilliant set of results; having obtained grades between A*-B of
which 30% of grades were at A*. This statistic explains why the students have
received more offers from Oxbridge than ever before!

Overall, the results from each year
group prove the success in attaining
the major goal of achieving high ac
-ademic success at Tiffin. These
results especially show the commit
-ment and diligence of both the
students and teachers alike.
Elizabeth Stavely-Taylor

The LRC, which in the building’s life
time has served as a Mechanical
Maintenance Centre, a Fiction
Library and until recently a Sixth
Form Centre, was officially opened
on the 11th of December 2012. It
hosts the School Library, computer
facilities and classrooms. It is
LRC i an excellent resource for girls
in all as an area for quiet work and
s and a source for research. The Library
has now become a fundamental part of the school community; and mentoring
sessions are held in the LRC on Thursday mornings.
LRC Manager Ms Lewin joined Tiffin in September and we welcome her with
open arms. She was faced with the enormous task of sorting through and tagging 12,000 books before shelving units, were to be installed. However many
girls offered to help; and thankfully the shelved books were ready for the Official
Opening in December.
This year has seen many events take place around the Library. In February a #1
New York Times’ best selling author Tony Lee came in to give a workshop to
Year 7 and 8. World Book Day this year supplied each pupil with a £1 book
voucher - we hope they were used well! During Literature Week, year 6 pupils
from Fernhill Primary School came to the LRC for an inspiring Creative Writing
session, led by the Deputy Head Girls.
Next year should be even more exciting, for Ms Lewin is exploring the possibility
of introducing an E-book reader lending facility. She also hopes to introduce a
dedicated Library Page to the school website, where girls can post different
book reviews and recommendations. The possibilities are endless.
Saskia Travers

DUX Award
The summer term saw two year 9 students get their first taste of university life at the University of Southampton. The DUX Award winners, Sophie Kenney and Meena Kandasamy
spent the day visiting the campus and sampling the life of a Russell Group University. The
girls got the opportunity to see a Laser Light Show hosted by the world renowned Physics
department, as well as sit in sample lectures. It was an inspirational day giving the girls fantastic early advice about UCAS applications.
Miss Allen

UK Maths Challenge
Every year the UK Maths Trust allows the whole country to enter the Junior, Intermediate
and Senior Maths Challenge, with 90,000 entering the Senior Challenge. The top 1,200 who
perform exceptionally well in the challenge, enter the following round, the British Mathematical Olympiad Round (BMO1). This consists of a three and a half hour paper of only six
questions, requiring full proofs, elegance and ingenuity. Well done to Rosie Talbot and Cindy Lam for their performance, gaining a certificate of participation. Also well done to Monica Gupta in Year 12 who received a distinction, placing her in the top 350 of the
participants.
Monica Gupta

Hans Woyda Competition
Hans Woyda is a highly regarded Mathematics competitions that runs in and around the London area. Each team consists of four members from different age groups. Tiffin Girls’ School
selected Helen Wang, Bridget Langford, Monica Gupta and Ellie Moore. Other participants this
year included Rosie Talbot, Shantal Edirappuli and Cindy Lam. The competition involves 64
school teams competing against each other in a variety of rounds covering algebra, geometry,
calculus and probability that are all answered against the clock. An excellent performance in
the first pooling round against three other schools meant we qualified for the Southern Plate
competition. We managed to win every match after, and were delighted to be in the final. The
Southern Plate final took place at Dulwich College against Sutton Grammar Boys School. Tiffin
Girls’ School won the final and took home the ER Allsop Plate. After many training sessions and
much hard work, we were pleased with our wonderful achievement. It was our most successful
performance ever; as we are the first girls’ school to win since 1996! Finally, none of this would
have been possible without Mrs Barakzai, who has worked with us during the preparation and
took us to every match. I hope we have made you proud!
Helen Wang

Biology Olympiad

The British Biology Olympiad challenges and stimulates students with an interest in Biology to
expand and extend their talents. In offering a wider syllabus than A-level. It is hope that competing in the Olympiad will encourage students already interested in this valuable, wide-ranging and rewarding subject to continue their studies. Over 4000 students entered this
competition from across the UK and the very best were awarded medals, Well done to all!
Mr Lapish

Ashwini Maudhoo
Anisha Mangtani
Neha Careja

Susan Liu
Keerthanna Asokumar
Sahan Gnansampanthan
Dalia Abdulhussein
Ann Sebastian

Gemma Annetts

Essay competitions
Each year, students in Year 12 have a chance to develop their abilities for independent research whilst gaining important skills that are required for university. The aims of the prizes
are to provide students with an opportunity to write about an issue that they are interested
in and thereby, it is hoped, encourage them to apply for an undergraduate course with that
in mind. Successful applicants were Kathy Maniura who was commended for her essay on
‘Why didn’t history end in 1990?’ in the ‘Peterhouse College Cambridge Vellacott History
Prize’. She answered this and concluded that it was due to the spread of liberal ideas and
the fall of communism. Susy Rees received a merit for her essay on ‘Could a machine ever
think?’ in the ‘Heythrop College University of London Philosophy Essay Prize’ arguing that
modern neuroscience shows little difference between a computer and the human brain.
The differentiating factor between humans and computers is the left brain, responsible for
creative thinking, allowing us to learn language. She concluded that if a computer could be
built to perform left brain functions as well as right and could be given some basic experiences of human life, it could think.
I was successful in being commended for my essay involving the future
of medicine and thoroughly enjoyed the process. I was particularly
interested in ‘The Kelvin Science Prize 2013’ at Cambridge Peterhouse
College. There were a selection of essay titles to choose from and I
chose: "Award the 2025 Nobel Prize in either chemistry, physics or
physiology or Medicine. Justify your decision." I decided to go for
"physiology or medicine" and since I hope to study medicine at university, I wrote about
how the Nobel Prize would be awarded to two fictional characters who collaborated their
pioneering research and made a joint clinical breakthrough to help paralyzed people in the
future.. This experience has been really beneficial because it allowed me to research subjects that were not covered in the AS biology course and allowed me to expand my knowledge on topics I had studied previously such as neurons, stem cells and experimental data
analysis. I was amazed to discover that I had been highly commended for my essay.
Claire Wang

The Tiffin Girls’ School enjoyed the first annual Year 9 Celebration Evening
which marks girls’ successful completion of Key Stage 3. It was a truly fabulous
event that showcased the range and volume of achievements that have been
enjoyed by the Year Group this academic year.
Some of the highlights included a musical showcase in the lobby whilst guests
arrived, a stunning visual display of work from across the curriculum and a celebration of the girls’ commitment to achieving highly, participating fully and
deciding wisely which was demonstrated by the range of prizes awarded by
their teachers during the formal part of the evening.
We are very grateful for the support that the PSA provided the school to make
the evening such a spectacular event. Their on-going commitment to enriching
the fabric of the school and bringing our community together provides an enduring foundation on which the success of such events is built. The range of
food and refreshments available really helped the evening along whilst we
don’t believe that the Quad has ever looked so wonderful, bathed in sunshine
and in a party mood, decorated in bunting. Thanks also to Mrs Kilpatrick who
organised the whole event superbly.
Congratulations to Year 9 and to all of our prize winners. Every single girl in
the Year Group has contributed to the enjoyment of our day to day school life
this year and we thank you, the parents, for supporting your daughters in their
achievements and by helping to make the evening such a special one.
Mr Tiplin

Work with Strathmore School
During their lunchtimes, free periods and after school, sixth formers have been volunteering at the local Strathmore School. They have helped with a variety of activities with the
children who have complex learning difficulties. Volunteering at Strathmore has even offered girls the opportunity to learn some sign language. Kathy Maniura says that the experience “is always very enjoyable. The children really appreciate having us there and it can be
a very proud moment when a child, who has been struggling with, for example, learning
their numbers, suddenly counts to 10 for the first time.”

Strathmore Summer Ball
On Tuesday 2nd July, 8 Tiffin Girls visited Strathmore School to host their Summer Ball. The
girls all decorated the hall and hosted a party for the children with complex learning difficulties. Volunteers dedicated their lunchtimes to creating a wonderful ‘Under the Sea’
themed piece of art for the Strathmore Students which they loved.
It gave Tiffin Girls the opportunity to get to know and entertaining the Strathmore students
as they thoroughly enjoyed being around different people. Reem Yousef, Charity Co-Ordinator said “it was a lovely evening and seeing the joy it brought to these children made it all
the more rewarding”.
Caiti Simpson

Wings of hope achievement award
Reem Yousef, Annabel Cole and Sophie Wu are Tiffin Girls’ very own local heroes. They
joined forces with a group of Tiffin Boys to take part in the Wings of Hope Achievement
Awards Scheme – a charity that provides an education to underprivileged children all over
the world. Over the course of 5 months, their team ‘Majors’ managed to raise a staggering
£2305.42. They were able to do this by doing a charity walk around Richmond Park and
with the boys’ school hosting a charity mufti day.
When the team were put through to the semi finals, they had to present their journey to a
panel of ten celebrity judges including Clark Carlisle (Chairman of the Professional Footballers’ Association) at the House of Lords. The judges were so amazed that they put them
through to the Finals held at the Royal College of Surgeons, beating over 200 other teams
across the UK. ‘Majors’ were awarded ‘Most Funds Raised’ and all agree partaking in the
scheme was invaluable. Team member, Annabel Cole says “it was an amazing scheme to
take part in and it is fulfilling to see all the hard work we put in go to such a worthwhile
charity”.
Caiti Simpson

Amnestea

Each year, girls from Year 12 hold an ‘Amnestea’ event, in order to raise money for the
charity Amnesty International. Amnesty International is a charity that helps people from all
around the world stand up for their human rights and helps to bring justice and freedom to
those that need it.
This year, Tarmini Mootoosamy and Anushini Rajeswaran organised the event and the girls
from the lower year groups were asked to bake biscuits and cookies to sell at the event.
The best ones from each year group were awarded house points and the winning forms
were Bebbington for Year 7; Schofield for Year 8 and Bebbington for Year 10. All the biscuits
and tea were sold on Monday 15th July and we managed to raise £55.81, which will all be
donated to Amnesty International.
Katya Bolton

Community Outreach
On 20 and 21 June, 30 Year 10 girls had the opportunity of doing community outreach at two local primary schools. This gave them the experience of being part of
the staff, assisting the teachers as well as encouraging and getting to know the children. At Meadlands Primary School, the volunteers accompanied the children on a
trip to Ham House where the children explored the plants with so much enthusiasm,
despite the typical British weather. One class had the privilege of having cocoons
kept in their classroom until the butterflies were revealed and released as the children waved them goodbye.
At St Agatha’s Catholic Primary school, they took along a DT project and helped
groups of pupils to build tetrahedral structures out of paper. The children were very
inspired by this, with some even saying they wanted to take DT later on. The Year 10
girls have all agreed they would love to return and that it was a fantastic experience
being able to go out and help younger children. Vanthana and Isa from 10W said “It
was very rewarding to be able to help those who were struggling with activities like
reading and to feel that we made a contribution to their early learning”.
Caiti Simpson

At the start of the school year, a group of Year 12 students embarked on the Community
Sports Leaders Award programme. Now at the end, they have all realised what an invaluable experience it has been. CSLA participants organised and ran sports festivals with local
schools that Tiffin Girls’ School has close links with – including Fernhill Primary School, St
John’s, St Luke’s and St Agatha’s. The festivals would either be skill sessions, focusing on
agility and fitness or sports sessions, where the primary school students had the chance to
do circuits and play games such as netball and football.
The aim of the programme is to get young children to become more active as well as to improve ties with the wider community and to teach them about healthy lifestyles. Year 12
participants had to evaluate their lessons and prepare instructions for future events. Their
hard work clearly paid off as the feedback from the other schools was phenomenal. All of
the primary school children and their teachers were hugely impressed. One of the Community Sports Leaders, Eve Robbins, states that she “really enjoyed the enriching experience of
teaching school children about sport through CSLA”. Maddie Chant says that she “learnt
team work and working with the children and teachers to create interesting and engaging
PE activities, so that they become inspired to take up sport and see the fun side of sport”.
As well as running the CSLA Programme for Year 12s, Tiffin Girls’ also run the Junior Sports
Leaders Award for girls in lower years. Through this, younger girls have the opportunity to
give back to the community.
Caiti Simpson

The Duke of Edinburgh award has always been hugely popular within the school, with the
number of girls taking part increasing year on year. Almost all the girls now take part in
Bronze D of E, with 14 girls from Year 12 going on their Gold expedition this summer.
For each award, the girls must take part in a physical activity, an activity to develop their
skills in a certain area and volunteering within their community. This is a perfect opportunity for all the girls to help the community, through volunteering at a local charity shop or
helping at an elderly peoples’ home, representing the school at the same time.
This year, the girls doing Bronze D of E planned and walked a route of 8 miles through the
South Downs to Stedham campsite where they stayed overnight; setting up a tent, cooking
meals using a trangia and completing the trek back to their finishing point the next morning. Beth Brand said “it is hard work, but there is such a great feeling when you finish your
trek”.
The 14 girls doing Gold D of E this year will travel to Windermere in the Lake District in August and spend three nights and four days walking to different sites. Eve Robbins, who has
completed both the Bronze and Silver awards previously said; “I love Duke of Edinburgh because it’s all about teamwork and escaping to the countryside to trek through unknown areas. Even though the rucksacks feel illegally heavy and the hills seem unfairly steep, the
memories that were born out of my expeditions with friends are going to stay with me forever; a particular favourite is Amrit’s plummet waist-deep into a marshland. I also enjoy the
volunteering, skills and physical sections that you have to complete in order to earn your
Bronze, Silver or Gold Award.”
D of E is going from strength to strength and the number of girls choos
-ing to continue to higher levels is increasing every year. As well as the
challenge of the expedition, the volunteering, physical and skills section
allow the girls to develop their own skills as well as help others through
their voluntary work, all of which are important life skills and D of E cer
-tainly helps us to achieve these.
Katya Bolton

Drama is an intrinsic part of the school and helps to build confidence and creativity in students, as
well as giving them an opportunity to simply have fun! This year both teachers and students have
been very busy getting involved with the upper and lower school productions as well as with clubs,
trips and workshops. The year 12’s have been running a year 7 drama club culminating in a performance of the student written production ‘Fantastic Mr Matilda’s Twit Witches’ which was devised and performed over the course of weekly sessions on a Thursday lunch.

The upper school production this year was a fantastic staging of ‘The Darkest Hour’, a World War
One piece which explored the life of the nurses struggling on the battlefront. This was pertinent
for an all-girls school as it reflected the strength and importance of women’s roles in WW1, whilst
also feeding into other subject areas such as history and art. The younger years are not to be forgotten - their performance of a compilation of Grimm’s Fairy tales with spooky stories and black
humour was brilliant and bodes well for the future of drama. Our many trips to the theatre and
hundreds of opportunities to perform, create and help out backstage have made 2013 a truly
‘dramatic’ year!
Harriet Troup

Young Enterprise
This school year, the Young Enterprise companies in the school were particularly strong, with one, Prime,
reaching the European finals! However, it has been a very long journey... All the way back in September,
Jenni Whitaker and Olivia Wallwork were selected as the managing directors of what would become Elite
and Prime, respectively. With 25 girls in each team, there was a total of 50 girls involved in Young Enterprise in Year 12. Elite went for 'Tap That', a fizzy drinks dispenser, whilst Prime's triangular logo was to become indicative of their ergonomic product 'Gramophone', a silicone amplifier for mobiles and tablets.
Elite made it to the Richmond & Kingston finals. Prime then went on to win the South London, London and
UK finals and are absolutely thrilled to be the first ever team to make it to the JA-YE European final, which
will be held in London this year. Both companies have done fantastically well!

Mini Enterprise
This year, Mini Enterprise was run slightly differently, as it was headed by the Managing Directors of the
Young Enterprise companies. Jenni Whitaker, Elite, and Olivia Wallwork, Prime, had to create an enjoyable
business-like simulation for Year 9 to show their entrepreneurial talents. The Year 9s received instructions,
which detailed a list of tasks each form company must fulfil. They included creating a product which
‘solved a problem’, the teams were thrown in at the deep end and immediately began to brainstorm products. A3 paper and felt tip pens were flying everywhere as the companies split off into their sub teams of
marketing, sales, operations and finance and began to sketch, design and calculate.
The next week, the companies had half an hour to rehearse their presentations, before Jenni and Olivia visited their form rooms to hear their sales pitches. The standard of presentations was very high and it was
impressive when the companies actually went further than the brief, by conducting actual market research. The winning company was Purpose, from 9F, who created the Pen’N’cil; a pen, pencil, rubber and
sharpener in one, as they had a particularly slick presentation and had considered their potentially disappearing market, so could see their company moving into the app market.
It was a great, unique experience for all involved; the Year 9 loved having a brief experience of starting a
company and we found it inspiring to see the next generation of Young Enterprise contestants!
Olivia Wallwork

This year, a group of history students were lucky
enough to have the opportunity to take part in the Iris
Murdoch project at Kingston University which involved
interacting with primary source material in the form of
letters that Iris Murdoch has written to Phillipa Foot throughout her life. The two met
at Oxford University and became very close friends, both very interested in philosophy. Iris became a celebrated author and Phillipa a famous philosopher most well
known for her ‘trolley problem’- which is a thought experiment about moral philosophy. Seeing the actual letters they had written was so exciting and really brought our
study of the past alive, giving us a taste of what doing our own research would be
like. The letters are not only very touching because of the strength of the relationship
between the two women, but also fascinating as they sometimes described their
work and their philosophy, or talked about current affairs at the time. We produced
responses to the letters: one group writing letters in bottles decorated with pictures
of things mentioned in the letters, the other writing responses to Iris and taking snippets of her letters and making them into facebook statuses, contrasting the old and
new forms of communication. All in all, we were fascinated and inspired by the opportunity to interact with the past in this way and the project was finished nicely with
a visit to the Sommerville college, the Oxford college Iris and Phillipa attended which
really made their stories even more real.
Kathy Maniura

On Friday 28th June, a group of girls
from Year 12 travelled to Mundays
Solicitors in Cobham to act out a
‘mock trial’ against Tiffin Boys. We
had some tough competition- the
boys were clearly very competitive,
proved by the tremendously large
stacks of notes that sat in front of
them. We represented the fictional
claimant Angela Andrews, who was
suing restaurant owner Chris Carter
of Chez Casa over an alleged food
poisoning incident involving suspiciously olive-shaped ‘rat droppings’
on her pizza. Despite Tiffin Boys
putting up a commendable fight, and
Jordan Naidu winning the ‘Best Advocate’ award, Tiffin Girls’ won the
case. We decided to celebrate by going out for a pizza ourselves- just not
from Chez Casa!
Phoebe Rudd

The Music department remains one of the most exciting and lively places to be
in the school with so many things going on all day every day, and this year music-making has continued to grow and develop. The arrival of super-talented Mr
Johns has added to the already vibrant department, as he has introduced a very
successful Brass group, a Battle of the Bands competition for year 9, as well as
being a great teacher.
Whatever your taste in music, there is a club to participate in: from the senior a
cappella choir with 10 members, to “monster choir” with 60; from second orchestra to the strings sinfonia. Tiffin girls also participate in other musical groups
rehearsing in and around school with students from Kingston and beyond, such
as the Tiffin Swing Band with the boys’ school and Thames Youth Orchestra.
These ensembles play to the highest standard, playing concerts at least once a
term.

The school concerts are always very popular and this year there have been 9,
with some highlights including Hannah Banks of year 12 playing a Vivaldi violin
concerto with sinfonia; Dr Mitchell’s original Christmas composition “On the
Morning of Christ’s Nativity”; Symphony Orchestra playing Schubert’s Symphony
3; and the newly-formed Ukelele Orchestra playing Rudolf the Red-Nosed Reindeer!
Lila Chrisp

Sport at the Tiffin Girls' School is impossible to fit all in one article as
the plethora of events that the girls take part in is so extensive. From
September, right through to the Summer, the girls have not only been
achieving highly in sport, but also represented the school admiringly
and showcased sportsmanship.
Over last Summer, 250 Tiffin Girls' were lucky enough to visit the London Olympics 2012 and were clearly inspired by the UK athletes, as Tiffin went on to win their own set of medals throughout the year...
Year 10 came 1st place in Borough volleyball, girls achieved silver and
golds in the borough gymnastics competition, Year 11 and 10 won first
place in borough netball, U13 borough rounders team came 3rd and
the Tiffin rowing team has continued to excel, to name a few! This
demonstrates the incredible team work that has been displayed
throughout the year, which has accounted for Tiffin's success in extra
curricular sport.
However, individuals have also continued to triumph in sport with girls
competing in tumbling, golf and judo.
The sporting year was finished off on a high note at the Sports Awards
evening, where Poppy Hawkes and Alice Holmes were commended
particularly for their exceptional commitment.
Olivia Wallwork

The teachers and the support they give are what make Tiffin Girls’ outstanding and this year the
leaving members of staff are no exception. Mr Hunter is sadly leaving us after years of dedication to the school, being a crucial part of school birthday and charity events, it is hard to imagine
the school without him! Mrs Armstrong’s friendly face and nature will also be sorely missed
along with her presence in the art rooms. Mrs West and Miss Rogers will be greatly missed in
the Geography department as will Mrs Iliffe in Maths. Ms Miller and Mr Falconer are also sadly
leaving us along with Mr Lapish, who will always be remembered for his contributions to 6th
form entertainment.
We are also saying goodbye to some staff who are crucial to the behind the scenes running of
the school, thank you to Mr Lester, Mr Saanthakumar and Miss Retzlaff for helping the school
run smoothly.
We would like to thank all the leaving members of staff for their contribution to the school and
for making Tiffin such a wonderful place to study; we wish you all the best in the future!
Lucy Paskell

Mrs West Leaving Message

It seems a long time ago since I joined the Tiffin Girls’ School in January 1996 as Head of Geography. I was
sad to leave my first school by the sea in Dorset, but the welcome I received from girls and staff alike made
me quickly realise that everything would be fine and so it has proved. TGS has been an influential and important part of my life and as I am also a Kingston resident I feel a very strong attachment to the area. I
can’t believe it is now 2013; I can remember my first days at TGS very clearly and in many ways it seems
just like yesterday. Since 1996 I have married, left TGS in 2002 for a sabbatical in South America and a foray into the world of on-line learning, started my family, come back to TGS and now I am leaving again in
order to spend more time with my children and pursue my wider interests. The years seem to have gone
so fast and recently at a 25 year reunion at my Oxford college, I reconvened with some of my peers from
1988. Hard to imagine today that then, the internet was not yet invented, I wrote everything by hand and I
had to queue on the stairs for a telephone in order to make a call! It is changes such as these and the huge
impact that they have, that keep the world in flux and thus the study of Geography so endlessly fascinating. It has been a wonderful time at TGS and I have been very lucky to have been able to share my passion
for Geography with such enthusiastic, able, hard working and delightful students. Thank you.

Mr Hunter Leaving Message
A lot has changed physically to the school since 1997 – there’s the more obvious like the buildings that didn’t exist
then (Holdsworth wing, music suite and drama studio); and there’s the less obvious (the rooms that have been refurbished, to varying degrees, since 1997, like the main hall, dining hall, science labs, maths rooms and art and DT
spaces). Just about the only part of the school that still looks as it did when I arrived are the old style corridors in
art/DT, maths and science!
However, to me, the fabric of the building isn’t really what TGS is all about. Over the time I have been here I have
seen many students come and go but throughout, the same ethos, spirit of fun, and drive for success in all its
forms has continued.
I leave with many, many special memories – of school birthdays, Christmas entertainments, fantastic trips, and of
course lots of very special individuals, both staff and students. By my count I have been in 14 Christmas entertainments – and my favourite roles over that time were MC Hammer and Shaggy (of Scooby Doo fame). The best lunch
time charity event I took part in was a TGS version of the Backstreet Boys, closely followed by last year’s Take Me
Out lunch time extravaganza.
Each and every one of you is a highly capable young woman, with the world at your feet. My parting advice is to
take as many opportunities to do something new that life throws at you, look at all difficulties you encounter as
challenges to be overcome, and any so-called failures as an opportunity to learn.
I’ve had 16 wonderful years here, and I would like to thank each and every Tiffin girl that has been here over those
years for having made them so.
If any of you ever find yourself down in
south east Kent, near Sandwich, be sure
to drop in to my new school to say hello!
Mr Hunter

Miss Rogers Leaving Message
After 3 years alas it is now time to leave the Tiffin bubble. Looking back on my time here I have a huge array of fantastic memories but a select few definitely stand out so I have come up with a list of my favourite
Tiffin memories.
Firstly, the huge range of charity events I have been involved in- during the last three years I have dressed
up as a pink lady, a Christmas elf, a fairy and circus worker, strutting my stuff down a catwalk. I have
dunked my head in a bucket of water seeking apples in ‘I’m a teacher get me out of here’ and have practised tae kwon do on the front field. And of course I have benefited from the TGS institution which is the
cake sale!
Secondly, the fantastic trips I have been on. With the Geography department I have been lucky enough to
go to Iceland, Wales, Somerset and of course the annual pilgrimage to Swanage. Battlefields in France,
trips to the Hindu Mandir and the upcoming World Challenge trip to India have added a little extra to the
mix and the staff and of course all the Tiffin Girls involved have made these a pleasure to be involved in.
Thirdly the school birthday- in no other school do I think I will ever experience the chaos and noise of the
TGS school birthday. Every year without doubt I go home with ringing in my ears!
But my top Tiffin memory girls is you. You are all so bright,
friendly and enthusiastic- every teachers dream pupil! Always
remember that every single one of you is very special and
never let anyone make you think different. You have been a
pleasure to teach and I will miss your ‘interesting’ efforts to
mimic my accent! But for now it is farewell and good luck!
Miss Rogers

Mr Johns – Music
What expectations did you join the school with?
I joined TGS expecting impeccable behaviour, very high achievement and complete focus. Whilst these are
all true most of the time, it is wonderful to see how TGS blends these qualities with a thriving lively environment, full of happiness and success.
What has been the most surprising thing you have experienced since working at TGS?
I have genuinely been bowled over by the level of talent at TGS. Not only in the Music Department, but
across the whole school.
Mrs Lebiedzinska-Hedges - Drama
What expectations did you join the school with?
I had always known about Tiffin Girls' and its reputation for high achievement. When I came I knew to expect high standards of work but what came as a pleasant surprise was the great sense of community within the school.
What has been the most surprising thing you have experienced since working at TGS?
The fierce competition between the houses made for a very entertaining school birthday but you are also
very supportive of each other in general and it is brilliant to see you working together and helping each
other with all the challenges school brings. Also I can guarantee there will be some truly
awesome productions next year!
Miss Hannam - Art
What expectations did you join the school with?
High hopes and great expectations of what could be achieved by each and every pupil.
What has been the most surprising thing you have experienced since working at TGS?
The excitement and chaos (and volume of screaming) during the School Birthday.
Miss Miller – Languages
What expectations did you join the school with?
Returning to the school as an ex-Tiffin girl, I knew that girls here work extremely hard and that there is a
wealth of creative talent here. I also knew that Tiffin girls love 'friendly' competition, so was also looking
forward to experiencing the madness of the School Birthday once again, and it certainly didn't disappoint!
What has been the most surprising thing you have experienced since working at TGS?
One stand-out memory is having Year 7 and 8 girls throw sponges at me while I was trapped in stocks (all
for a good cause!).

Mr Tacoronte – Spanish
What expectations did you join the school with?
Because of the selective nature of the school and the high standards of behaviour that I witnessed on the
day of my interview, I expected the girls to approach learning with eagerness and continuing focus.
What has been the most surprising thing you have experienced since working at TGS?
Luckily, there have been no surprises: teaching at this school has exceeded my expectations about Tiffin
girls' extraordinary abilities and engagement with their learning. It is a pleasure and also a very humbling
experience to have the chance to teach such exceptional girls, with such commitment to so many activities
both in and out of school, which only testifies to their multifaceted talents. From my year 7 tutor group to
my year 12 students, they have all contributed to make my first year at TGS a very enjoyable and inspiring
working experience.
Mr Hares – Biology
What expectations did you join the school with?
Having met a number of Tiffin Girls on my interview day in May 2012, I expected the girls here would be
very bright, engaging, and generally great to work with. I am very glad to say I have not been disappointed.
What has been the most surprising thing you have experienced since working at TGS?
Experiencing the school birthday after only 6 weeks here was definitely a surprise – the sheer exuberance
of the day was wonderful, and I can safely say I had never seen anything like it before in any other school.
Beyond that, I am surprised on a daily basis by all of your seemingly boundless talents; whether it is in academic work, in music, drama, sport or any activity, Tiffin girls do not do things by halves.
Mrs Crane - PE
What expectations did you join the school with?
I joined the Tiffin Girls School with the expectation that it would be a demanding and challenging PE environment, not only for the students, but for the staff too. I was looking forward to working with a number
of talented ‘sporty’ girls; training them hard in extra-curricular clubs and encouraging them to win in fixtures against other schools. I was looking forward to having the opportunity to teach a range of sports at a
higher level and have access to some excellent sporting facilities.
What has been the most surprising thing you have experienced since working at TGS?
The most surprising thing that I have experienced at TGS is the girls’ competitive streak and desire to win
within sport. No matter what the activity or who the opponent is, the Tiffin Girls’ always give their best to
challenge for the top spot. The other thing that has surprised me is the huge range of opportunities that
the girls have access to within PE at TGS.
Zainab Mahmood

Hi everyone!
As Head Girl for this year, I am responsible for voicing the opinions of the
student body. Alongside the trusty team of Deputies and House Officers, I
will be running regular school council meetings, conducting the occasional
assembly and offering support to any girl that seeks it. I am extremely proud
and lucky to have been given the opportunity to give back to this school that
I love.
My top piece of advice for maximising your time here at Tiffin is to get
involved with everything and anything you can; 7 years will absolutely fly by
if you’re busy having fun! Also, I would echo the message of all of the leaving
teachers in July and say that if you try your best, you will shine. My final piece
of advice is, if you haven’t already, then try the hash browns in the
canteen…you can thank me later.
To those of you who are moving into Year 8 – congratulations for having
survived Year 7, and I hope you enjoyed your first year; I am really quite
jealous of you, with so much time at Tiffin left ahead of you! (Remember to
take care of your buddies who are new to the school.) Similarly, to those year
12’s who joined us last year, I hope you have loved it because it’s been a real
pleasure meeting and getting to know you all.
I hope you’ve all had a lovely summer break, and I wish you all every success
for this new school year – make it your best yet.
Eve Robbins

Questions to Mrs Darroch:
Do you ever get nervous when you start an exam?
A. Yes, to a degree, every time, even the invigilators will confess to ‘butterflies’ at the start
but if we could absorb all the nerves in the room for you, we would. We may look fierce as
you make ‘the walk of focus’ from the dining hall to the gym but that it is because it is our job
to make sure that exams are run properly according to the regulations. All in all, we know
that exams are never a nice experience but we like to think we make sitting them as stress
free as they can be.
In the exams office we may be busy (after all Mrs Urquhart does teach Maths as well!) But
we are always happy to see you in the exams office - we love visitors and how ever small (or
large) your exam query is, we can’t help if you don’t ask. We are here to advise and support
whatever the problem.
Q. What is your favourite part of the exams job?
A. Results day without a doubt. It is fantastic to be part of 2 such happy day and witness you
receiving acknowledgment for all that hard work. On GCSE Results day it is the arrival of Y11,
so many wearing shorts and wellies on route to the Reading Festival. On A level day it is
watching girls, who we have seen growing up through the school, gaining university places
and moving on to the next stage of their lives. The screaming and shouting is deafening and
there are often (usually of joy). Then out come the mobile phones and anxious calls are made
to more family and friends. It can be emotionally exhausting just to watch but one thing is
certain - we are proud of you all.
Lizzie Buckman

On behalf of the whole school, we would like to thank everyone who makes the running of
Tiffin Girls’ School possible. These include the IT Technicians, the Financing team, the Canteen Staff, the Admissions Staff and the Office Staff.
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