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Tiffin Girls’ School Publication

Overview of the academic year

Welcome to this year’s school publication! Here is where you can see

your achievements from the past academic year, from exam results, to
school trips, to debating competitions. This publication shows how

diverse and varied the activities at Tiffin are and hopefully will
encourage you to participate in even more! From the Head Girl Team

we would like to congratulate everyone for their open mindedness and
dedication towards everything we do here and we would like to wish

you the best for next year…
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Participation
House events:
Competitions
The house system is an integral part of the Tiffin Community, with girls competing in numerous events
throughout the year to win house points, and ultimately, the Belitha Trophy. The activities range from drama
and singing, through subject-specific competitions, to sport of every kind (inter-house benchball is definitely
a Tiffin favourite!) There is certainly an activity for everyone!
There are two main house events in the school calendar, however, which not only bring the members of each
house together, but also unite the school as a whole. It is at these events that the rivalry and the teamwork
that are at the heart of our house system are most clearly on display.

School Birthday
The School Birthday is undoubtedly one of the highlights of the school year; a day of celebration and
entertainment where every Tiffin girl can let her hair down. This year Tiffin celebrated her 135th birthday
with a parade of impressively elaborate birthday cakes, a candle-lighting ceremony, and the traditional
singing of the school song.
The morning was spent in a carousel of competitive quizzes, dancing, technology challenges and Wii bowling;
the aim: to gather as many points as possible and be the best form in their house to go through to participate
in the Grand Finale!
Here, the rivalry heightened as the four teams went head-to-head to try and win the highly-coveted School
Birthday Trophy. Three challenges whittled the four teams down to two, before a fabulous Dance Off decided
the overall winner. Congratulations to 11S for being that winning team!
Belitha Trophy points earned from school birthday 2015:
Schofield: 44
Bebbington: 37
Flavell: 40
Watson: 40
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Sports Day
On the last Tuesday of the Summer Term, the stands of Kingsmeadow stadium become a rainbow with Tiffin
Girls dressed in their house colours, ready to cheer for their team at Sports Day. Every girl (as well as many
of the teachers!) takes part in an event: relay, javelin, hurdles, and sprints to name but a few. The Flag
Procession, Year 7 cheerleading, the cake competition - this is what Sports Day is about: encouraging every
girl to get involved and work together to gather as many house points as possible. This year, the whole school
took part in a sponsored mile to raise money for our partner school Ol' Thom in Cambodia, and it was inspiring
to see the whole school getting involved with such gusto.
Congratulations to Watson for winning the Sports Day Trophy!
Belitha Trophy points earned from Sports Day 2015:
Flavell: 31
Bebbington: 33
Watson: 31
Schofield: 25

2

Young Enterprise
Artemis
Over the past year as the managing director for
Team Artemis we have successfully created our
own product called Ascent, a range of scented
pillows which help alleviate common problems
such as stress, insomnia and low concentration
levels. As part of the year long programme I
along with my team of 24 peers have had to
raise funds to make our product and this came
in the form of making Tiffin School Scarves.
Following this we then designed, made and sold
our product Ascent all around the UK and
online. After managing to reach the local area
finals we were awarded "best trade stand" and
"best company report" which was a great end to the year-long program which we all thoroughly
enjoyed. - Yasmin Rufo, Managing Director of Artemis
Affinity
The Kinston trade fair proved a huge success winning
Affinity
Best
Product.
On 14 March, after a very long day at the national trade
fair held at Stratford upon Avon, Affinity won the Best
Company prize and £250 with their Project-It product. The
team had impressive sales and remained cheerful and
focused throughout the day, despite their 6.30am start.
While half of each team was in Stratford, the other half
was at the Croydon trade fair, where Affinity also won the
Best Product category.

Mini Enterprise
This Term, year 9 was involved in an inter-form competition called mini enterprise. It was a
competition where they had to buy and sell products to other pupils and teachers around the
school: 9BAR invented the Barnival Carnival; 9CLK had a photoshoot; 9KRI sold scented
pillows and 9TAC sold chokers with charm. Even though the overall project appeared to be
straightforward we soon found out that it was the contrary; we had to elect leaders, chose team
names, brainstorm ideas then shortlist them, research them, put up posters and a lot more. As
said before, my class, 9TAC, sold chockers with charms, which were black and white cords with
variations of small pendants. We specifically chose this idea, because it was something that we
would buy ourselves, after all, we were our own target audience. Overall, 9TAC were a huge
success, we reached a total profit of £410.17, and each student, after contributing £5 received
£17 back. We won the overall competition because of our well chosen product, powerful
presentation and teamwork. We realised that companies always encounter problems, but the
successful ones are the ones that tackle them with a positive mindset. All in all, it was a great
experience and even though it was a little stressful, it was definitely worth it in the end. –Avani
Bhandari, 9TAC
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TRIPS
Over the course of the year Tiffin students were fortunate enough to go on lots of exciting excursions.
These included day trips (to as varied locations as the V&A, the Royal Academy of Engineers, St. John’s
College Cambridge and Bletchey Park), as well as residential visits which were the highlight of the year for
many students. Here is a small selection of some of the pupils’ favourite trips.

Key Stage 3:
Year 7 started off the year with an immersion day at Thames Young Mariners in Ham, where they
participated in team building activities in their forms, focusing on communication skills, group work and
leadership. They used various types of outdoor equipment, went kayaking and also built their own rafts.
Mansi described the experience as “very enjoyable” and said it “led my class to work well together which
made our bonding stronger”. Diya was also full of praise, describing the trip as “a pleasure… in my opinion
the best trip I’ve ever had!”
In May Year 7 then had the opportunity to visit Canterbury Cathedral and Dover Castle on a history trip.
They explored some “rather spooky” but “interesting” tunnels as well as participating in a guided tour
around the cathedral. Ella and Amalie said that “at the end of the day, we were all exhausted but we had all
made some amazing memories.”
Year 7 had a particularly busy summer term, as during June they also went to Wales for five days. They took
part in activities like zip wire, canoeing, kayaking, high ropes and rifle shooting. Iris said that the trip
“helped us…bond with peers, face new challenges, conquer fears and have fun!”
During the Easter holidays thirty six Year 9 students took a trip to Killington and Boston for Ski USA 2015.
Luckily the weather and snow conditions were excellent in Killington throughout their stay, which gave the
students a fantastic opportunity to develop their skiing skills. They also discovered more about Boston’s
history by exploring The Freedom Trail. Miss Shepperson described it as a “fantastic trip with many
memories to share”.

Key Stage 4:
The Year 10 artists began their year by traveling to Cornwall to inspire their coursework. With trips to the
Lost Gardens of Heligan, Tate Gallery, the port of St Ives, the Barbara Hepworth Museum and the Eden
Project, the girls came back tired but enthused from their trip. Mr Jeavons said his first Tiffin trip was
“excellent”.
On the first weekend of September, the Year 11 geographers headed down to Nettlecombe Court in
Somerset to conduct fieldwork on key topics for their IGCSE. Ms Farmer said “The breath taking views,
variety of fieldwork and the opportunity to witness and test processes that had previously only been
learned in the classroom all made this a field trip to remember.”
Classics students from Years 10 to 12 spent their October half term in Greece, where they visited a variety
of different historical sites. Imogen said “It was brilliant to be able to see firsthand the sites we have
studied. The trip was a great way to cement in everyone’s minds that the classical world is still very much
alive and present in the 21st century.”
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During May half term a group from Year 10 was fortunate enough to travel to Croatia to participate in
World Challenge. One of their greatest achievements was climbing to ‘Black Peak’ in the Paklenica National
Park. Effie, reflecting on the trip, said that “We all believe that our World Challenge experience pushed us
out of our comfort zone physically, mentally and emotionally, and that there will always be a place deep in
our hearts for such a memorable and rewarding experience!”
Year 10 and 11 students also participated in the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme. At the end of June
Year 10 completed their Bronze Expedition in the Ashdown Forest, where they used their team work skills
to complete many tasks such as pitching tents, cooking, carrying food and orienteering

Key Stage 5:
In September Year 12 historians travelled to Leicester and Bosworth as part the Tudor History section of
their course. They visited the Richard III Museum and also went on a walking tour around the city, as well
as exploring the battlefield of Bosworth. Hetty and Alyssa described the trip as “a really enjoyable
experience” and “extremely informative”.
During the autumn term Sixth Form art students travelled to Barcelona for four days. They visited a wide
variety of places including the Picasso Museum, La Pedrera, The Joan Miro Mueseum and Sagrada Familia.
The trip was “unforgettable” according to Mr Jeavons.
Year 12 geographers set off for their annual fieldwork trip to rural Somerset this March in order to look at
river characteristics and the wider geography of the region. Ms Farmer described the trip as “fun and
productive”.
During the summer holidays over 40 Year 12 students completed their Gold Expeditions for the Duke of
Edinburgh Award. They spent five days hiking in the Lake District, during which time they tested their
mental and physical endurance and improved their camp craft and teamwork skills.

Theatre Trips:
Students also got the opportunity to go on a number of theatre visits throughout the year, to a wide range
of plays including Twelfth Night, Stones In His Pockets, To Kill A Mockingbird, The Crucible, An Englishman
Abroad, The Trials Of Oscar Wilde, The Scottsboro Boys, The Comedy of Errors, Rebecca and The Absence of
War. Reviews of these plays can be found on the school website.
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SPORTS
Sport at the Tiffin Girls’ School has continued to go from strength to strength this past year,
owing its success to the immense commitment and enthusiasm of the girls and PE staff. A vast
amount of outstanding accomplishments have been achieved this year, highlighting the breadth
and depth of sporting talent that exists within the school.

Sports Award Evening
Now in full swing, the PE Department hosted its fourth annual Sports Awards Evening,
showcasing the girls’ exceptional representation and/or commitment to their sport. With
Hannah Reid – former Tiffin Girl and current Surrey Storm and England Netball player – booked
as guest speaker, a few budding netballers were sure to be inspired! From an overview, the
night concluded with a number of girls receiving accolades, most notably Catherine Bilsby (Yr
9) and Savina Chahal (Yr 12), who were awarded with the coveted Outstanding Contribution
awards.

Pictured: Savina Chahal

Netball
Tiffin remains dominant on the netball front, often donned as ‘the ones to beat’ in many of the
Borough tournaments. The year 8’s demonstrated their prowess with the A team winning
nearly all their fixtures, and losing narrowly in Surrey Schools to avoid promotion to the next
round. The B and C team showed promise, with participating numbers remaining high,
culminating in the B team finishing their season as Runners Up in the Kingston League – credit
to their hard work and dedication throughout the season! Special mention goes out to Navreen
Oberei and Dulcie Jervis who have made enormous strides in their netball this past season.
For an already talent-packed U14 side, nothing short of a stellar season was expected, and they
didn’t disappoint. They had some impressive wins in their fixtures against Putney, Holy Cross
and a dominating win at Boroughs. They continue work towards success at the forthcoming
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National Schools tournament, with training focusing on tactical decision-making and basic skill
work.
The seniors have had a mixed season this year, narrowly finishing second in a shortened
Borough tournament. Despite the loss of Amber Bal, the team remains predominately
unchanged, with plenty to build on for what will be most of the team’s last year of playing school
netball.

Hockey
Following with the same pattern, the hockey teams also found their share of success this year.
The U12 Hockey team finished second place at the U12 Surrey and London Plate tournament,
whilst the U13 also played well, demonstrating strong attacking plays from the wing and good
defensive presses, finishing sixth overall.

Rounders
The end of the winter season was promptly met with the arrival of the summer sports. It saw
the return of experienced rounder’s teams from year 8 to 10, but also gave opportunity to the
masses of year 7’s ready to chase their spot the squad. This was proved with over 50 girls having
played or represented Tiffin Girls’ in matches!
The U13 side prepared well for the annual Borough tournament, finding themselves in the final
against Holycross. After a tense game, requiring the girls to play tactically and efficiently, the
placed overall at a well-deserved 2nd place.
In similar style, the U14’s cruised to the final, utilising tactics to good effect in their team play
on the way. Despite some fantastic bowling from Sonia Eckstein, Tiffin were beaten to first place
by half a rounder, seeing KGS as the eventual winners in a tightly contested final.
The U15’s finished of their last Borough tournament in style, winning convincingly in the final
against Tolworth. Their fielding was exceptional- lots of catches, stumping and backing up,
leading them to be crowned Borough champions.

Pictured: U15 rounders team
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Community
Fundraising
This year we held two appeals to support the Disasters Emergency Committee – one for the Ebola crisis and
one for the Nepal appeal – with each raising over £1000. October saw the return of Pink Day, in which Year
11 organised a series of events such as a mufti day, cake sale and fashion parade and raised £1307 for Breast
Cancer Awareness. Over the course of the year, each house organised events in order to raise money for the
house charities: Alzheimer’s Society (Bebbington), Honeypot (Flavell), The Marine Conservation Society
(Schofield) and Save The Children: Syria Crisis Appeal (Watson).

RAG Week
Launched on Monday 2nd March, RAG week was full of fundraising
activities to raise money for our school charity, United World Schools.
Tiffin Girls’ is partnered with Ol’ Thom school in Cambodia, and the Head
Girl Team set themselves the ambitious target of raising enough money
to run the school for a year over the course of just one week! After a
clothes swap, cake sale, ‘Teacher Mr & Mrs’ event and chocolate
tombola, the week came to a close with female character-themed mufti
day in order to coincide with International Women’s Day. Overall the
week was a huge success and raised £3,800.

Senior Citizens Christmas Party
In December we hosted our annual Christmas Party for senior citizens. Representatives from each form spent
the afternoon entertaining the visitors and there were performances from the music and drama
departments.

Community Outreach
In January Year 10 began the Community Outreach Programme in which each form spends one hour a week
for four weeks at local primary schools, helping children with their literacy and numeracy skills. This
programme is extremely enjoyable for both Year 10 and the primary school children, and their help is greatly
appreciated.

Aspirations and Ambitions Project
During the summer term, Year 9 students participated in the Aspirations and Ambitions project, which aims
to raise the aspirations and ambitions of young pupils, whilst developing the mentoring and leadership skills
of the Year 9 students. They were paired with Year 5 pupils from King Athlestan and King’s Oak Primary
schools in order to work on a ‘science meets art’ project, the results of which were exhibited at the annual
Art Show and are now on display in the Holdsworth Wing.

Maths Masterclasses
Every week, Sixth Form students welcomed pupils from six local primary schools – St. Luke’s, Latchmere, St.
Agatha’s , Fern Hill, The Russell School and Meadlands – to take part in maths masterclasses. The
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masterclasses developed the pupils’ maths skills through the use of quizzes and games, as well as a challenge
to take home.

Jack Petchey
The Jack Petchey award recognises individuals who have made outstanding contributions outside of their
academic work. Each winner receives £200 in prize money which can be spent on anything in school. This
year’s winners were:
September: Abigail Nottage – spent two weeks of her summer holiday to go to a church in Cochabamba,
Bolivia with her church youth group. Whilst she was there, she participated in community projects and
organised games and taught English to the children. Abbie put her money towards the Year 12 Brighton
Challenge.
October: Shamilka Hewagama – for doing a sponsored sky dive which raised over £1000 for the Friends of
Smyrna charity, which takes in orphans, girls from abusive backgrounds and the mentally and physically
handicapped in the poorest parts of South India. Shamilka requested £100 be spent on decorations and gifts
for the Senior Citizens Christmas Party and £100 be spent on a bouncy castle for the end of Year 13
celebration.
November: Vedika Apte – for teaching Spanish in schools in India over the summer. Vedika awarded the
money for the purchase of sheet music for student run music ensembles such as wind band.
January: Imogen Edwards- Lawrence – for her participating in the SOAS, Oxford Union and DebateMate
Schools debating competitions and going to Oxford University to raise awareness for girls in debating. Immy
was in ‘Blue Stocking’, a play which centered around the first woman to go to Cambridge University, and is
part of the UK Youth Parliament. Immy gave half of the money to the school’s debating society, and the other
half to the Classics department.
February: Eshar Mann – for raising £145 for Comic Relief through doing a sponsored silence. Eshar put the
money towards the Year 9 Battlefields Trip.
March: Gabrielle Icmat – for her commitment and dedication to sport. She has swum in the Junior Asian
Games representing the Phillipines, in which she came 3rd in the 200m backstroke and 2nd in the 100m
backstroke. She also participates in biathlon, triathlon and athletics and represents the school in cross
country. Gabbie used the money to buy new rounders bats and a table tennis table.
April: Marie Libsovar – for her organisation skills in coordinating RAG week, which raised over £3000 for
United World Schools. Marie put the money towards the Year 13 Leavers Celebration.
May: Emily Chong – for her efforts in organising her tutor group’s charity event – how many sweets are in
the jar? – which raised over £100 for the Nepal Crisis Appeal. Emily requested that the money go towards a
speaker or visiting author to talk about and workshop creative careers.
June: Emma O’Callaghan – for setting up Tiffin Girls’ first Model United Nations Society, which has helped
many students to improve their public speaking skills and become more engaged in the world of international
politics. With Mr Burrows, she organised trips to numerous MUN conferences in which students have
received commendations such as Best Individual Delegate and Best Overall Delegation. Emma chose to use
the money to pay for transport and registration costs for future conferences.
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Public Speaking
Public Speaking has blossomed within the school over the past academic year, and has sparked the
interest of many girls across all year groups.

Debating
Debating has fast become a thriving part of life at TGS. The Senior Debating Society has formed several
strong teams who have been attending various competitions across the country over the course of the
year. Although their first year of competitive debating, Year 12 students have consistently distinguished
themselves, frequently ranking in the top 15 teams, often competing with over 50 teams of experienced
speakers. From Emma O’Callaghan and Yasmin Rufo winning the Novice Final of the SOAS schools
competition (TGS’ first ever foray into competitive debating), to Imogen Edwards-Lawrence and Isabel
Griffin achieving the 2nd highest novice score at Debate Mate Schools, to more recently at the Eton Open
competition in June, when Isabel reached the final and Saher Murtaza and Amirah Islam were the joint
third highest ranked speakers overall, all of which are fantastic achievements. Although their
performance at competitions for schools has been excellent, in May a few students went one step further
and participated in the annual Oxford University Women’s Debating Competition, an event designed to
promote female participation in a male-dominated competitive world, and one typically aimed at
university students with years of speaking experience. Nevertheless, although they were the only
school-age debaters there, Imogen, Yasmin and Emma did themselves and the school very proud, with
Imogen placing 10th overall, and narrowly missing out on a place
in the semi-finals.
Debating has led to interaction and collaboration across year
groups as well as within separate Key Stage groups, as members
of the Senior Debating Team have tried to spread their
enthusiasm for debating lower down the school. As a result,
Junior Debating Society has taken off in Years 7 and 8, with
around 20 girls attending weekly sessions in which they have
learnt how to construct arguments and analysis, as well as the
structure of a British Parliamentary debate. Sixth Formers
Imogen and Isabel have taken sole responsibility not only for
this informal club, designed to improve self-confidence as well
as oral prowess, but also for organising many extra coaching
and preparation sessions for 5 girls selected to participate in the London Debate Challenge. This
competition, run by the English-Speaking Union exclusively for London state schools, was a perfect
opportunity for Year 8’s Amy Rubens, Saskia Poulter, Carolina Atlee and Aarthee Parimelalaghan and
Iris Pisano of Year 7 to put their newly developed skills to the test, which they did with flying colours,
representing the borough at Finals Day in July at SOAS, accompanied by their Sixth Form coaches and
Debating Coordinator Mr. Galloway. Despite fierce competition from older students, the girls won all
three of their debates and achieved third place overall, an exceptional achievement for their first
competition, and one of which they were all very proud, albeit slightly disappointed not to reach the
Grand Final debated at Senate House. Special mention must go to Amy Rubens, who ranked as the 11th
best speaker of the entire competition, and their experience left the team eager to attend more
competitions, in order to further their powers of persuasion. Following the success of Junior Debating
Society, other members of the senior team hope to set up an Intermediate group for students in Years
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10 and 11, thus offering the whole school the opportunity to develop their abilities. Mr Galloway and
the senior team also hope to establish events such as Inter-House Debating and Public Speaking contests
in the coming year to further promote speech and debate within the school.

Model United Nations
Public speaking has also been thriving in the form of the school’s newly established Model United
Nations Club, established by Year 12’s Emma O’Callaghan and ably supervised by Mr Burrows. Open to
students from Year 9 upwards, the club meets weekly and encourages students, each representing a
different UN member state, to debate a resolution written by one of their number, on issues similar to
those discussed by the actual United Nations, ranging from the production of GM crops to the growing
threat of IS militants. In addition to this, several students have been fortunate enough to attend a variety
of Model UN conferences, where students from across the country split into committees to put forward
their own resolutions in the hope of accumulating enough support to get them passed by the other
delegates, or argue against resolutions that went against the principles or interests of their assigned
country. Students have consistently performed excellently at these conferences at schools such as Lady
Eleanor Holles, Latymer and most recently at the
conference held by City of London School, where,
representing Mexico, Amirah Islam received a
commendation for her contribution to the Political
Committee, and Imogen Edwards-Lawrence was
named Best Delegate in the Special Committee. It
is greatly hoped that students will continue to
participate in these conferences, and it is expected
that they will continue to excel.

Mock Election
Finally, a perfect opportunity to demonstrate their proficiency in public performance was presented to
Year 10 and 11 students in the topical form of the Tiffin Mock Election, organised by Mr Galloway, where,
ably assisted by Year 12 Campaign Managers, candidates representing the Labour, Conservative, Liberal
Democrat and Green Parties, as well as UKIP, not only created propaganda platforms that threatened to
paper every inch of available space around the school, but also presented their political policies to their
potential electorate, namely their fellow students, who were asked to vote based on candidates’
performance in the hustings, held during lunchtime and chaired by Rumaisa Khan of Year 12. The
results, which were revealed a week before the outcome of the General Election, revealed that Naina
Mangtani, representing the Labour Party, had achieved a clear victory over her main rivals from the
Conservative and Liberal Democrat Parties, a result not mirrored in the General Election a week later.
The Green Party earnt a respectable fourth place, and a single-figure number of votes for UKIP gave
them a somewhat unsurprising last place, although credit must be given to Ritika Anand for her
surprising and greatly entertaining performance during the hustings as UKIP candidate. Overall, the
Mock Election gave many Tiffin girls their first introduction to the world of politics, and we can only
hope that they have been inspired to remain just as politically engaged and active in the future, to ensure
their country is run by those who represent their interests.
In conclusion, it is safe to say that public speaking has taken off to become an integral part of life at TGS,
and it is expected that this ever-expanding community will go from strength to strength in the future.
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Academia
Results Day
The weeks and hours leading up to that fateful day varies for different people. As results draws even
closer, the feelings intensify. I for one, push it to the back of my mind, entering brief moments of
panic whenever someone mentions it. The night before, all the worst scenarios drift through my
mind: opening up the paper and receiving straight F’s, being asked to leave school and never being
heard of again.
However, the journey to collect my results gave me time to think and settle my fears. The cycling
cooled my soul as the wind rushed through my hair. On the bus, I peered through hall windows of a
Mums and Toddlers group. Through town I walked past a group of pensioners chattering away. It
made me realise, regardless of the outcome, life still goes on.
I’m not going to tell you to stop worrying; just letting you know when your time comes, you will be
okay, you are a Tiffinian! If the worst happens or you had off days during exams, the school- your
teachers and friends- are there to support you. If you’ve worked hard, had good days and got the
results you deserve… congratulations!

A Level Results- 13th August 2015
We are very proud of all our girls and their grades.

75% of students achieved A*-A
94% of students achieving A*-B
100% A*-C.

Most students came into school to collect their results, allowing them to share their joys with
friends, parents and staff. Congratulations go to the wonderful, hardworking students securing
places on courses from Mathematics to History and various universities including Oxford and
Manchester. Good luck to all our students as they embark on the next part of their journey.
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Year 12 students also secured stellar AS results this year. Well
done for all their achievements, dedication and hard work
they have demonstrated throughout the year.

GCSE Results- 20th August 2015

Once again, Tiffin girls achieved marvellous grades! From everyone at Tiffin we want to
congratulate you for all your hard work, the teacher’ proficiency and the emotional support from
all the parents.
91.5% of students achieved A*-A grades
98.5% A*-B grades.
For those of you leaving us we wish you the very best, those receiving you are our new institutes
of education are very lucky!
For those you returning, we can’t wait to see you!
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Leavers’ messages
Tiffin has had to say goodbye to a few members of staff who were extremely valued in our
community and whom we would like to wish the very best in the future as they continue to teach
the luckiest students…

“I was surprised and flattered to be 'head hunted' by Sutton Grammar for Boys in
May. I would like to thank the English Department for all their support when I was
Head of Department (2006-2014) and wish Mrs Hunn Smith and her new team well. I
would like to thank Miss Allen for her consistently excellent and wise support as my
Head of Year and wish her every future success. I send best wishes to all the classes I
have taught for their next steps. I will miss all the many varied aspects of TGS,
including being a Governor and hope, in the words of the Ghost of Hamlet's father,
you will 'Remember Me!’”
- Mr Cracknell

It has been a pleasure and privilege to work at the Tiffin Girls’ School as a Chemistry
Technician and a Key Stage 3 Science Teacher. The Year 7 and 8 girls have been a
delight to teach and I will miss them, but wish them all the best for the future. I will
also miss all of my colleagues in the Science Department, particularly the Chemistry
teachers and other technicians. All the best to everyone. You will be in my thoughts
when I move to Surbiton High School.
- Ms. Hammett

I have had a fantastic time here at tiffin girls’ school, thank you to everyone for
making my first year of teaching such a special one. The girls here are used to being
told they are bright and hardworking, but I would also like them to know that they
are funny, quirky, and highly creative and have a great sense of humour. Never have I
felt more welcome and I will look back on my time here with the fondest of
memories. Lastly, I would like to thank the DT department for all of their help,
guidance and of course, plentiful supply of cake.
- Miss Blyth
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The Creative Arts
From the gripping production of the Tempest to the PSA Christmas Craft Fair, this year Tiffin has
unearthed itself as a school brimming with enthusiastic creative and musical and artistic talents.

Feminism
Pastel to fuchsia, the school year kicked off with the glorious pink weave, not only somewhat
brightening the front fence but also raising both awareness and money for Breast Cancer.
A few weeks later, we had a powering assembly celebrating Black History Month. This was led by
the student leaders and focused on female empowerment, looking at some of the greatest female
heroes.

Christmas Craft Fair
Teaching the students valuable economic and business skills, as well as putting on a day of fun
festivities, the PSA Christmas Craft Fair on 30 November is a day everyone will remember. While
some girls took it upon themselves to run their own stalls - learning much in the process - the rest
of the school pulled together, decorating the stalls, creating and purchasing their own Christmas
crafts (as well as the brave students who dressed as elves to appease Santa in his Grotto). The fair
culminated by raising £7,500 for the school.
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Drama
Literary excellence was showcased at the performance To Kill a Mockingbird at the New Victoria
Theatre in Wokingham. The Harper Lee classic is not only a set text on the GCSE syllabus but also a
genius literary creation combining themes of growing up, racial discrimination, justice (or lack
thereof) and the class system in 1950s Alabama. Another highlight of the Autumn Term was the The
Tempest, a whole school effort, which not only transformed the school hall into a mystical isle
complete with sandy beaches and rocky shores, but also depicted the Shakespearean classic in an
exceptional light, showcasing the best of Tiffin talent. The make-up, costumes and dance added to
the spectacle, not to mention the feat of turning an almost all female cast into very convincing male
characters.
December also saw another Shakespeare classic studied by year 8 and enthusiastically watched on
their trip to the Richmond Theatre. The production of Twelfth Night was not only an enjoyable trip
but also a great way to widen the girls’ knowledge, showing them how the text could be transformed
in an entirely new way by a director leading a performance.
On the 2nd and 3rd July, the lower school’s production of Arabian Nights, staged entirely by a cast
of 30 girls rom year 7-9 was an unforgettable experience plunging the audience into an aura of
eastern mystique as it told the tales of King Shahrayar and his bride Shahrazad. The collection of
stories, humorous, dramatic, or deeply poignant, gripped and entertained the audience in every
performance. Impressively, the production was pulled together in only 6 weeks of rehearsals and
came to life through the sets, costumes, make up and of course talented actresses.
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Goodbye Mrs Ward
Arguably, one of the biggest creative projects of the year was the whole school effort to create the
beautiful embroidered flower garden that was displayed in the foyer the week before Mrs Ward left
at the end of the spring term. Each individual flower was sewn by each girl in the school, and Mrs
Ward commented in her final assembly on the beauty and poignancy of this installation.

Arts Festival
During the final week of term, Tiffin Girls’ School saw its first Arts festival, during which year 7 and
year 8 students took part in two days of activities relating to art, such as painting the terracotta pots
to create the totem pole installation, drama, creative writing, music and dance. Meanwhile, year 9
students toured the battlefields in Northern France, whilst girls from year 10 had fun competing in
the Stock Market Challenge topped off by a trip to Thorpe Park. Year 12 students enjoyed a wellearned trip to Brighton where they competed in the Brighton Challenge.

Art
Another brilliant trip was arranged for the year 10 artists who travelled to the picturesque port of
St Ives to take in inspiration for their coursework project. From the lost gardens of Heligan to the
Barbara Hepworth Museum and the Eden Project, all of the sites provided unique and varied
inspiration for the girls’ concertina sketchbooks which were later displayed around the school.
Noteworthy too is the fact that this was Mr Jeavons’ first trip away with Tiffin Girls. We hope many
more will follow.
The annual Art Show was held on the 25 June and showcased the stunning pieces created by the
GCSE, AS and A2 candidates. The different mediums used wonderfully varied from large scale oil
paintings to fragile wearable sculptures. Head of art, Mr Jeavons, said ‘it was breath-taking to see
all the girls’ hard work come together and demand such a powerful response from the audience. It
has been a fantastic year and I am extremely proud of the girls’ exciting and courageous art work’.
Meanwhile, the Product Design AS and A2 students put on a wonderful electric exhibition of their
assessed work in the school foyer. The innovation on display was outstanding with products ranging
from collapsible seating to pop-up packaging to solar ovens for less economically developed
countries.
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Music
The Summer Term showcased the finest of Tiffin’s music department, ending the extremely
successful musical year. The Tiffin choir members enjoyed a trip of Clare College, Cambridge to sing
Evensong. This wonderful opportunity allowed them to work with the college director of music and
they were also treated to a tour of one of the oldest, prettiest Cambridge colleges.
The final informal concert of year showcased the GSCE pieces of year 10 and 11 students and lead
perfectly on to the summer concert the following evening - the last musical event of the year. The
performance included pieces from esteemed composers as well as works from Tiffin girls’ choir,
junior choir and all the other principal school groups. Overall it was a wonderful evening and
undeniably the best way this year at Tiffin could have ended.

Creative Writing
National Poetry Day began with a whole school assembly led by Mr Brown and launched a school
wide creative writing initiative. He concluded by congratulating the poetry competition winner,
Kutloogh Qureshy. We were led out of assembly to a heart-warming performance of the song
composed by Alice Gross (the Ealing teenager who went missing last September) by three year 8
students, Lucy, Freya and Poojah.
During May, year 7 poets were eagerly writing draft after draft, helped by Mr Brown’s expert
guidance, in order to submit their best poetry into the Foyle Young Poets of the Year Award, a
competition open for any poet aged 11-17, in July.
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