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SPRING NEWS
Year 8 - 9 Art installation Dale Chihuly

FROM THE
HEADTEACHER
IAN KEARY

week, sport, drama, music,
competitions galore, art installations,
International Women’s Day, the whole
school photo, World Book Day, Time
to Talk day, clubs and a whole host of

KEY LINKS
TGS QuaranTeens
website

other wonderful community events.
Firstly, I hope that you and your
families are well. Should you, or any
member of your family, have been
affected in terms of health, wellbeing
or indeed financially, I wish you a
speedy resolution. We have not known
anything quite like this in our lifetime
and my thoughts go out to you all.
While we are all rightly preoccupied
with these extremely challenging
circumstances, we mustn’t forget there
have been some wonderful and
enriching experiences for students this
term: RAG week, Science week, LGBT

What seems clear to me from all that I
have seen, heard and read recently is

Latest government
advice for schools,
parents and pupils

that our profession has demonstrated
extraordinary flexibility and
resilience. I want to say a personal
thank you to the staff who have been
absolutely brilliant. I believe they
have demonstrated great courage,
professionalism, initiative and

E-safety advice for
remote learning
Virtual extracurricular

teamwork. I have been especially
impressed by their empathy and
kindness to the students – really
demonstrating to me how important
the students’ welfare is to them.

Virtual library

I also want to thank the students, who

At the core of our response to this

have been marvellous. Staff have

crisis has to be love and community.

been full of praise about how students

Aptly, I hope, AA Milne captures that

have adapted, and I know they have

sense of rediscovering how important

greatly appreciated the thanks,

the people in our lives are:

empathy and kindness expressed by
the students. History is being made

"Pooh!" he whispered.

daily, globally. Everyone is missing

"Yes, Piglet?"

out on lots of things because of this

"Nothing," said Piglet, taking Pooh's

pandemic. We will all be feeling

paw. "I just wanted to be sure of you."

“If Winter
comes, can
Spring be far
behind?”
PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY

different emotions – sad, angry, cross,
fed up, frightened, alone and just

When this is over, we will be different,

about everything in between – but

but hopefully a kinder and more

this is normal in the circumstances.

understanding species, one that

Unfortunately, for many of us it will

realises that we need each other more

be difficult to see the way ahead.

than we ever knew. As a school
community we may be apart, but we
are still one.

Easter is a time of hope, rebirth and
new beginnings and as we enter

Thank you to everyone who is helping

Spring, nature demonstrates to us

the country through this emergency,

that nothing can stop the seasons

whether that’s working on the

from changing. As Shelley said – ‘If

frontline as NHS staff, stacking

Winter comes, can Spring be far

shelves in a supermarket, delivering

behind?’ So, as remarkable as it may

essentials to us all or helping through

seem and despite the sad, ongoing

volunteering.

loss of life, this pandemic has already
provided hope and opportunity: we

Take care, stay safe and enjoy your

are rediscovering and rebuilding a

Easter,

sense of community and civic
responsibility; a generation should be

REVISED
TIMETABLE
Monday
8.50am - 3.15pm
Tuesday
8.50am - 3.15pm
Wednesday
8.50am - 3.15pm

inspired to go into research,
engineering and medicine; being
isolated does not mean being alone,

Thursday
8.50am - 3.15pm

as we all get to grips with video
calling; the way we work is being
transformed; and the reduction in
traffic has had a positive impact on
our environment. These shifts
demonstrate the tenacity of the

Friday
P1 and P2
Recess
Whole school assembly
Early finish

human spirit – hope, renewal and the
affirmation of life. Famously, in
Flanders’ fields, poppies grew from
the devastation.

Easter Holiday
Mon 6 - Fri 17 April

MUSIC NEWS

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC | MR MERYON

Music has the capacity to create joy; to turn a bad mood

Whilst we in the music department at Tifin Girls' mourn the

into a great one; to inspire, motivate and challenge the

loss of our concerts, events, trips and tours, we look ahead

senses; and to give a glimpse into alternative realities far

to the future when it will again be possible to bring a choir

removed from our own situations. Although our

or an orchestra together to celebrate common goals and to

department has, along with the rest of the school,

create something special. We will be looking to use the

temporarily suspended its practical co-curricular schedule,

power of technology to bring our community together in a

we encourage everyone to still listen to music - in whatever

shared love of music; whilst not having quite the same

form - as part of their daily life. Given the almost unlimited

atmosphere as a packed rehearsal space, we can generate

quantity of music in the public domain, a form of

some good vibes to sustain us through what lies ahead. We

'homework' for young and old could be to discover

urge all our students to keep singing, or playing their

something new, whether via recommendation or branching

instruments, if they do so already; and if not, this is surely a

out beyond the confines of a 'usual' playlist. Listening to a

great time to start something new!

band, an artist, a genre or even a song previously unfamiliar
to us can be an inspiration. In these uncertain times,
music's power to transcend the ordinary is more welcome and more necessary - than ever before.

Hatchlands Park visit

Music has the capacity
to create joy; to inspire,
motivate and challenge
the senses.

PE News

HEAD OF PE | MISS BOILING

Despite the bad weather, the PE

Our U13s played against KGS, Notre

department has had a phenomenal

Dame, Grey Court, Ibstock and

start to 2020 sporting-wise. We have

Wimbledon High schools with wins

hosted a huge number of sports

against KGS, Notre Dame and Grey

fixtures and tournaments and

Court. The U13 also competed in the

continued to enter students into

Surrey netball tournament, coming

away fixtures and competitions.

fourth in their pool with wins against
Harrodian, St Teresa’s and Sutton

Netball

High. The A team competed in the

Our U12s played fixtures against

borough netball tournament and

Grey Court, KGS, Wimbledon High

beat KGS, Hollyfield, Holycross,

and Notre Dame, with wins for the A

Coombe, Chessington and Tolworth

team against Grey Court (23-9), KGS

scoring 87 goals across six games.

(26-4) and Notre Dame (13-11). Our

Unfortunately a 10-7 loss against

A team squad also competed in the

Surbiton meant they finished second

Surrey netball tournament where

overall in the tournament.

they came third in their pool with
wins against Notre Dame, Harrodian

The U14 A-C teams played

and KGS. In the borough netball

competitive fixtures against Putney

tournament, they beat KGS,

High, Wimbledon High and Ibstock

Hollyfield, Holycross, Coombe and

this term with wins against Putney

Tolworth and had a narrow loss

High’s B, C and D teams. All of their

against Surbiton which meant they

hard work shone through in the

finished second overall in the

borough tournament with wins

tournament. Congratulations to all

against KGS, Hollyfield, Holycross,

KEEP ACTIVE BY

of our students who competed in

Coombe, Tolworth, Surbiton and

JOINING THE STEP

fixtures and competitions this term,

Chessington ensuring the team were

CHALLENGE AT TGS

it has been great to see so many

Borough Champions for a second

students attending clubs each week.

year running. Excellent work!

QUARANTEENS
_STAYING ACTIVE
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The U15s have had a strong season with many students

Volleyball

working hard to video their matches for their GCSE

Our volleyball squads have been working hard in training

footage. They played competitive matches against

each week and have played against Putney High and Grey

Putney High and Wimbledon High and gained silver

Court in friendly fixtures. Congratulations to our U15

medals in the borough netball tournament after

volleyball squad who competed in the London Youth

successful wins against Chessington, Hollyfield,

Games at the beginning of March.

Holycross, Coombe, Surbiton and Tolworth.
The U16s and U18s also competed in the borough netball
tournament this season with wins against KGS, Hollyfield,
Holycross, Coombe, Surbiton and Tolworth ensuring both
teams were borough champions. Congratulations, a
fantastic achievement for everyone.

Hockey

Other exciting news...
The PE department was joined by Spartans basketball
club to offer six weeks training for our students.
Wimbledon ball girls – Emma Blackburn, Ella
Cashman, Alana Lee, Ho Yan Cheung, Josie Rogers,
Natasha Drake, Sah Jin Lee, Zofia Kozlowska and Una
Gregory – all got through the Wimbledon ball girl
selection process.

U12 hockey squad competed in the Surrey hockey

Year 12s experienced gym and spin sessions at the

tournament held at Charterhouse School and finished

YMCA Hawker Centre.

third out of 29 teams. They walked away with bronze

The PE department ran our first ever Sports Relief

medals and smiles all round. The U13A team beat

event – Just Dance. Well done to all the staff and

Emanuel and the B team narrowly lost. The U14s beat

students who got involved.

Harrodian 3-1, the U15s beat Notre Dame 2-0, Kew House

Phoebe Chadwick in Year 7 won four medals at the

8-0 with eight different goal scorers and the U16s drew

Middlesex cross country championships at the London

against Emanuel. Congratulations to all of our squads

athletics centre in February.

this season, especially those students who have been

Darcey Stenzel in Year 7 has been selected for the

playing up and often competing against school teams

British Taekwondo cadet squad and has competed in a

which have students who are two or three years above

number of international competitions over the past

them.

few months.

football
It has been an exciting season for our football teams,
with large numbers attending club each week. The U13s
beat Grey Court 5-1 and Ricards Lodge 4-0 in the final
football match of the season. The U12s fought hard
against Grey Court, losing narrowly 2-0.

Rugby
U13 rugby squad competed in the borough rugby
tournament in Febuary the first borough competition and
had wins against Hollyfield A and B teams, well done to
everyone who competed.

DRAMA NEWS

Head of Drama | Miss Smith
"O my children…." (Hecuba)
In January we were delighted to produce The Trojan Women as our
whole school production, which told the story of the women left
behind after the battle of Troy and their fate with the Greeks. Freya
Wilson took on role of Hecuba and wowed audiences with her
heartrending performances night after night. The chorus were
commendable in their storytelling and the audiences were left feeling
the struggle and pain of the women, through their outstanding
performances.
In February, auditions took place for our summer lower school
production, Annie Jr, which was due to be performed in June. Over 100
students took part in the audition process which saw them competing
for the main roles. Working collaboratively with the Music department,
we were overwhelmed by talent and it was no easy task trying to
narrow down the final cast. Making the decision to double-cast all roles
enabled us to give out as many speaking roles as possible to those who
were successful in gaining a spot in the cast. We will be overjoyed to
begin our rehearsals for this show as soon as we are back in school.

YEAR 7 NEWS

APRIL 2020

Head of Year 7 | Mrs Vernon
Year 7 students started 2020 full of confidence and keen to participate
fully in school life. On 14 February, they experienced their first school
birthday. They participated fully and with great excitement in the day’s
activities – the quizzes, dances, competitions, chanting and singing and
many had the opportunity to light a candle on one of the many beautiful
birthday cakes made by the forms.
They have continued to enjoy a number of ‘firsts’ - they dressed up as
their favourite book character for World Book Day and experienced their
first RAG week which culminated in the well-attended Year 7-8 disco.
PHOTO BY MARTIN R. SMITH

World Book Day

In our pastoral lessons we began the year
focusing on citizenship – in particular our
rights and responsibilities. Having discussed
the merits of a new set of ‘school rules’, Year 7s
examined human rights in UK and the UN
Convention on the Rights of a Child and why
human rights need to be balanced and might
be limited. We then started the FRIENDS youth
resilience programme, learning about life skills
to cope with difficult situations successfully.
We shall continue this course during the
remote pastoral lessons as these skills will
hopefully prove very useful in the current
crisis.

Zoolab

HAPPY EASTER
It has been a great pleasure working with your daughters this year and even though this important
transition year has been cut short, I have no hesitation in saying that they are now truly Tiffin girls.

YEAR 8 NEWS

Head of Year 8 | Ms mombo
Well this has truly been an unprecedented and unusual
time for all of us. Year 8 has shown such great resilience
in these uncertain times that has made me, as their head
of year, very proud. I have been pleased to be informed
of so many of them getting stuck into creative activities
around the house, making the best use of what is
available to them and staying connected with each other.
In our pastoral lessons, we had started a topic looking at
an individual who inspires them, and a key
environmental issue or endangered animal that they are
concerned about. They will be continuing this topic at
home as this is such a good opportunity to reflect on
things that really matter to them. We had also put
together an assembly on this, looking at amplifying the
voices of women who others may not have heard of
before. Luckily they were able to present this back to
their peers.

School birthday

We also had our immersion day looking at sexuality and
relationships in February and during this day they were
involved in a wide range of workshop-style lessons. This
ranged from looking at sexuality on a spectrum to
determining some traits of healthy and positive
relationships. This culminated in an afternoon spent in
the hall where they produced some fantastic pieces of
work that highlighted what they had learned during the
day. Overall I want to congratulate Year 8 on a productive
term so far and hope they are keeping well and keeping
safe at this time.

Year 8 has shown such great
resilience in these uncertain
times, they have made me
Science week

very proud

YEAR 9 NEWS

Head of Year 9 | Ms perkins
It’s been another busy term for Year 9, with the customary wide range of
activities and extra curriculars to keep them all far too occupied to get
into any sort of mischief.
We started the term off on a great note, with the Form Charity Reps
helping to organise all the donations for Ubuntu Hunhu, following the
hugely successful donation drive before Christmas for period products
to send to the village of Seke in Zimbabwe. (And a big thank you to the
Geography department for letting us store half a dozen boxes full of

The students
displayed their
customary
thoughtfulness
and maturity

donations in their cupboard for several weeks!)

while weighing

The greatest achievement this term was, of course, the triumphant mini-

up their options.

enterprise project which stretched over the first half of the term. Each
form was required to select, order, market and sell a product to the
wider school community. I was incredibly impressed with their
organisational skills, teamwork, and ruthless sales techniques! Each
and every form also chose to donate their profits to charity, once again
demonstrating the fantastic generosity of the cohort, and resulting in a
very healthy donation for relief efforts in Australia.

Year 9 also found the time to get involved

'Rainbow Warriers'
Art installation

in various other school events, with some
students assisting in the creation of
displays for the school birthday, and our
cluster of Mental Health Ambassadors
helped in getting the school ready for
Mental Health Awareness week.
Of course, it wasn’t all about extra
curriculars this term, as it was also time
for Year 9 to make some fairly serious
decisions about their academic futures.
The students displayed their customary
thoughtfulness and maturity while
weighing up their options and all made it
through the selection process more-orless intact.

School birthday
YEAR 10 NEWS

HEAD OF YEAR 10 | MS LETHBRIDGE
When the Easter term started, none of us could ever have imagined
that this newsletter would be coming out under conditions of
lockdown across the entire country. This is obviously an unnerving and
extremely challenging scenario for us all, but I have been incredibly
impressed with how Year 10 students have responded to these difficult
circumstances we all find ourselves in. It was lovely to see so many of
them engaged in the assembly with Mr Keary, particularly to hear
about some of the new skills they are developing during ‘quaran-teen’
time and see how the students were still chatting with each other and
enjoying the company of their classmates, despite the remote setting.
While school was still open, pastoral lessons this term focused on
mental wellbeing and better understanding what stress is. Students
were asked to consider their own stress curve, what their particular
individual triggers are, and how they can manage these in constructive
ways. I hope that Year 10 has been able to apply some of these
strategies in the current circumstances. Members of 10F and 10O have
also taken part in their community outreach work in local primary
schools, helping Year 5 students with literacy and numeracy. The whole
year group also took part in an immersion day on different types of risk
and decision-making. A variety of aspects were covered including drugs
and alcohol, forced and arranged marriage, decision-making and
diversity in the workplace, and gangs and online risks.
Over the coming weeks, we have suggested that students try to
maintain a regular routine where possible, to focus on controlling what
they can and take each day as it comes, rather than worrying about
things that are out of their control. We have asked them not to worry
about schoolwork and exams and to see this as an opportunity to
develop new hobbies or skills they may not previously have had time
for. If students are feeling particularly anxious or stressed, we would
encourage them to speak to a trusted adult, and they can contact
either their form tutor or me by email. We may not be able to respond
immediately, but will reply as soon as possible.
I hope that you are all keeping safe and well, and look forward to
seeing all the students when we are able to return to school.

Science Week

YEAR 11 NEWS

HEAD OF YEAR 11 | MS REES
It has been a challenging and uncertain time for Year 11s. Prior to the
school closing, the pastoral lessons this term have focused on physical
and mental health first aid. Following the mock exams, the students
took part in a first aid workshop where they learned how to carry out
CPR. Tutors followed this with lessons on stroke, diabetes, heart attack
and first aid at a party to help equip the students with some valuable
life skills. Lessons in the latter part of the term have focused and will
continue to focus on positive mental health. Our pastoral lessons and
programme will be adapted so that it can be completed at home,
where possible.
Following the school closure and the Prime Minister's announcement
that GCSE exams have been cancelled, staff and students have been
working together on the remote learning platforms available to us. The
Year 11s, despite huge uncertainty and natural feelings of
disillusionment, have been very good at keeping their interest alive
and working towards completing the course content. We have been
really proud as this is an adjustment for all of us. We have suggested
that students try and follow the school timetable, but this may not be
practical as others, like parents or siblings, may need online access. We
understand this, and have asked students to try to adapt where they
can and let their teacher know if they cannot complete the work set.
It has been an unsettling and unnerving time and it can be hard to
concentrate when we feel things are so up in the air so we have
suggested that the Year 11s focus on things that are within their
control, like their daily routine and school work. Our main message is
to create new routines, keep active and maintain their interests, take
each day as it comes and be kind to themselves. If they find it difficult
to cope, we suggest that they talk to a trusted adult and talk to us so
we can work through this together. For now, we will all focus on the
day to day and complete work set, confident in the knowledge that it
will be helpful in the long term.
We are keeping in contact by email, google classroom and
google meet and while tutors and I may not be able to respond
immediately, we will respond as soon as possible.

School birthday

SIXTH FORM NEWS

APRIL 2020

This has been a busy half term as ever for
the Sixth Form. Notable events since the
last newsletter have included the hotly
contested school birthday, led by the
House Officer team, with Flavell
triumphantly crowned as winners of the
school birthday trophy for a fifth
remarkable year in a row. The end of this
term usually sees the announcement of this

Year 12 Art
installation

year’s Belitha Trophy winners for the overall
house championship, and although this
year’s competition will be a few events

head of sixth form | mr hares

short of previous incarnations, it remains to
be seen whether Flavell can be unseated
from their reigning position.

Following the half term holiday, our Year 12 Art students
transformed the school for a night on Art Installation evening,
and the Head Girl and Deputy Head Girl team led the school’s
RAG week, our annual fundraising drive that raised a superb total
of over £6,000, which will make a real difference to the lives of
children at our partner school, Ol’ Thom in Cambodia.
Year 13 is moving into the decision-making stage of their
UCAS application process, which, despite the inevitable
disruption to this year’s cycle, is still an important moment in
their education. Many Year 12 students have entered university
academic essay competitions during this term, and although
most of the results are unknown at the time of writing, I wish
them all the best of luck with their entries.
Student leadership is an important part of Sixth Form life; at the
time of writing we are coming to the end of the current Year 13
student leaders' tenure, and it has been a pleasure to see how

Year 13 RAG week

many Year 12s have put themselves forward to be considered as
part of the new team of Head Girls, House Officers, and Deputy Head Girls, a testament to their rightfully high
aspirations.
I must end by saying how impressed I have been with the focus and hard work shown by the Sixth Form this term,
and particularly in how quickly they have made the transition to remote learning in the current shutdown. The
next few months will require real effort and commitment from all of them, and it is important that they continue
to pull together and be mutually supportive to each other. I wish all members of Year 12 and Year 13 a restful and
productive Easter holiday when it arrives; we genuinely look forward to seeing them back in school as soon as we
are able to reconvene.

